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SITUATION UPDATE
Through your generous support, 
World Vision has been able to 
respond to the crisis in East Africa 
despite COVID-19 (Read more about 
our coronavirus response on page 
4). We have provided food; water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH); 
livelihood support; education; relief 
items; and interventions designed to 
protect the most vulnerable during 
times like this—the children. 

The need to bring emergency aid to 
children and their families grows as 
they continue to face severe drought 
and extreme weather conditions. 

This report highlights some of the 
lifesaving work you have supported 
in Ethiopia and Kenya—areas that 
have been severely affected by food 
shortages and hunger. 

During this reporting period, 
World Vision’s work in Ethiopia and 
Kenya has resulted in:

• 1,554,236 people reached with  
food distributions 

• 23,200 people reached with  
nutrition assistance

• 20,665 people reached with  
education

• 253,307 people reached with  
water, sanitation, and hygiene  
interventions

• 12,790 people reached with  
child protection activities

• 479,811 people reached with  
shelter and other nonfood essentials

• 229,467 people reached with  
food security and livelihood 
assistance

• 30,527 people reached  
with health assistance

Thank you again for your support 
to bring aid to thousands of people 
across East Africa! You are helping to 
changes lives of the most vulnerable 
along with their families. We 
appreciate your partnership and how 
through your generosity, the light of 
Christ is being shown to those who 
need it most.

EMERGENCY RELIEF IN EAST AFRICA

PROGRAM UPDATE
MILLION PEOPLE have been reached with food aid and humanitarian assistance 
in Ethiopia and Kenya from October 2018 through March 2020. 1.96

I want to thank World Vision on 
behalf of the government and my 
community … [Our] traditional 
management of resources is a 
pillar of our livelihood. We thank 
World Vision for focusing on 
critical resources that underlie 
the survival of our pastoral 
communities.”

—Chief Ilete, Turkana, Kenya

HUMANITARIAN 
DONORS

World Vision is able to reach 
more people because of our local 
and global partnerships within the 

public and private sectors.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN ETHIOPIA AND KENYA

Planting new seeds of hope and happiness

Mesele Boru (left) is a farmer and father of seven 
children. At one time, his farm and all of his family's 
posessions were burned, leaving them with nothing. 
He and his family moved to a collection center at 
Bule Hora for three months. Being displaced from 
their home was challenging. Mesele and his family 
were able to return home with livestock and corn 
and vegetable seeds to plant. The seeds have grown 
and will be ready to harvest, which will cover an 
entire year of food cost for his family. "World Vision's 
seed support has changed my worries to happiness," 
he said. 

ETHIOPIA

Because of flooding and drought that have impacted Ethiopia, internally displaced 
people have continued to increase over the past two years—with children and 
women affected the most from these crises. Ethnic conflicts and persistent violence 
also have led to the massive displacement of people. Through partners like you, 
World Vision has been able to bring the necessary aid to these families and help 
protect the most vulnerable. 

During this reporting period, 1,044,733 people were reached with food aid and 
humanitarian assistance. Accomplishments over the past 18 months included:

• 641,618 people reached with 
food assistance

• 8,668 people reached with 
nutrition assistance

• 30,527 people reached with 
health assistance

• 69,543 people reached with food 
security and livelihood assistance

• 234,119 people reached with 
water, sanitation, and hygiene 
interventions

• 8,668 people reached with child 
protection activities

• 16,565 people reached with 
education assistance

• 23,100 people received shelter 
and nonfood essentials

In West Guji and Gedeo, seeds and 
farm equipment were distributed to 
help families restore households. 

To increase access to sufficient and 
clean water, new construction was 
completed, including shallow wells, 
spring development, and a water point 
were completed.

Health workers and community 
volunteers were trained in good 
hygiene and sanitation practices, such 
as proper use of latrines, handwashing, 
and waste disposal. Construction of 
latrines and shower rooms also helped 
bring behavior change to communities. 

Additional trainings were conducted to 
improve infant and young child feeding 
knowledge and practices. 

Access to health services was increased 
due to disease outbreaks. Disease 
prevention measures, as well as coping 
mechanisms, were made available 
through temporary clinic programs.

Community-based, multipurpose 
friendly spaces were created especially 
for women and children to receive 
access to basic services. 

World Vision created a cash and digital 
business unit in response to drought 
and conflict affected communities. 
The Cash and Voucher Program was 
implemented to help with recovery.

Nigussu Roba (above left), a father of five, 
receives emergency food assistance at a 
World Vision collection center. “The food 
assistance I received from World Vision has 
saved my children from starvation,” he said.
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KENYA

Over the past 18 months, World Vision has responded to both rapid and onset 
emergencies in partnership with the Kenyan government and other community 
partners. Kenya suffered from one of its most serve droughts in 38 years. The drought 
worsened food shortages and increased water scarcity. The National Drought 
Management Authority recorded over 2,000 livestock deaths in Mandera County, 
which included 371 cattle, 893 sheep, 755 goats, and 68 camels. Despite what seem 
like setbacks, World Vision and our partners were able to serve children and their 
families with necessary aid, as well as other services.

During this reporting period, 917,682 people were reached with food aid and 
humanitarian assistance. Accomplishments over the past 18 months included:

• 271,000 people reached with 
food assistance

• 2,633 people reached with 
nutrition assistance

• 159,933 people reached with 
food security and livelihood 
assistance

• 19,188 people reached with 
water, sanitation, and hygiene 
interventions

• 4,122 people reached with child 
protection activities

• 4,100 people reached with 
education assistance

• 456,706 people received shelter 
and nonfood essentials

In Ganze, 3,045 students from 
seven schools benefited from the 
school feeding program through the 
National Emergency Preparedness 
Response Fund. 

In Turkana, the installation of a 
pipeline extension and a solar 
borehole and construction of two 
water kiosks benefited more than 
1,500 community members. 

Through the Kakuma Empowering 
Children as Peace Builders Project, 
735 members were trained in using 
the peace road curriculum. A learning 
forum was conducted for 37 teachers 
who shared their achievements, 
challenges, and lessons learned.

Increased food availability at household 
level through monthly food rations 
distributed by World Vision under 
the Turkana Food Assistance Program 
and other partners/stakeholders has 
reduced cases of child labor, early 
marriages, pregnancies, and sexual 
abuse among children. This has led to 
increased attendance in school and 
enrollment.

In collaboration with FilmAid 
International, a nonprofit that tells 
stories through film about refugee 
families, information dissemination 
has enhanced quick sharing of critical 
messages such as the food basket, 
days of distribution, family allocation, 
and ration entitlements under refugee 
programming.

CVA training teaches the value of being a refugee

Elizabeth (in pink), 44, had been a refugee for 20 years before she 
learned about her rights as a refugee from World Vision. Today, she 
is the chairperson of the Kakuma 4 Refugee Camp Citizen Voice and 
Action (CVA) group. The CVA group has 25 members, trained by 
World Vision. The training taught Elizabeth to ensure service providers 
could improve services like health care, food security, and education, 
which impact the lives of children and their families in the refugee camp.

She learned about social accountability initiatives that can lead to the 
empowerment of the community, particularly the refugee community.

Agnes (not her real name) is a mother of 
four from Turkana. She lost her livestock 
due to the drought and consequently was 
only able to purchase one meal a day for 
her family. Fortunately, Agnes was able to 
take part in the Turkana Food Assistance 
program implemented under the Sustainable 
Food Security Project in partnership with the 
World Food Program and the Turkana county 
government. The food she received has been 
enough for her children to have three meals 
a day. 
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CLEAN WATER LEADS TO SAVINGS GROUPS AND 
FARMING IN TURKANA, KENYA
To increase access to clean water, 
water system construction began in 
the Lorus community, which is nearly 
4,000 people. Four water points are 
complete and the water treatment 
system is scheduled to be installed by 
the end of FY20. 

In FY19, 758 people benefited from a 
newly constructed sanitation facility. 
A total of 217 children have access to 
better hygiene after the installation of 
handwashing facilities in two schools. 
After learning how to use a latrine 
and about good hygiene practices, 
200 children are now ambassadors in 
their schools and have shared what 
they have learned with their families.

Two communities in Nanaam and 
Teremukus have started to use shade 
nets for growing crops, which has 
led to diversifying their resources—
benefiting 80 households.

A total of five groups were introduced 
to S4T (Savings 4 Transformation), 
reaching 70 households. As a result, 
return on savings stood at 53.8%, 
loans outstanding as a percentage 
of assets was at 69.8%, while 
19.1% of members accounted for 
outstanding loans.

A total of 64 people (56 females and 
eight males) started individual kitchen 
gardens where they received training 
on different agronomic skills, including 
crop production, farm management, 
and climate smart technologies. Eighty 
beneficiaries received four shed net 
kits with micro-irrigation systems and 
vegetable seeds that have enabled 
them to grow high-value vegetable 
crops. The members have started 
harvesting vegetables for household 
consumption from their small water-
harvesting pits. 

During the reporting period, 
rangeland resources played a crucial 
role in supporting resilience across the 
project sites. Traditionally, community 
elders have made decisions about the 
management of different resources, 
including rangelands. Their decisions 
were previously based on grazing 
patterns and control migration. 
However, the Lorus community 
needed to change how land is used 
and divided. To help with this process, 
176 community members received 
training about building on range and 
grazing management planning. As a 
result, community elders agreed to 
demarcate nearly 14,000 acres of land 
for wet and dry season grazing.  

In addition, 46 participants—including 
37 females and nine males—were 
trained on how to create maps that 
show natural resource management 
from the Modified Farmer 
Field School.

COVID-19 AND EMERGENCY RELIEF
The COVID-19 crisis is impacting 
every region and locality where 
World Vision operates, especially 
rural, under-resourced communities 
that are highly vulnerable to economic 
and social shocks. 

Since the very beginning of the 
outbreak, World Vision has leveraged 
our 70-year history of emergency 
response to help children and families 
by scaling up prevention and relief 
efforts across the globe. Equally 
important, World Vision is combating 
secondary impacts of the crisis that 
are putting millions of children at 

risk—from heightened food insecurity, 
to shuttered schools, to increased 
violence or neglect.

We are actively working to scale 
up prevention and response work 
across East Africa, such as recording 
messages for TV and YouTube videos 
and conducting virtual meetings 
with community leaders to share 
preventative messages. These are 
crucial to helping children and their 
families not only survive this pandemic, 
but emerge resilient, with durable 
hope for the future.

While disruptions and necessary 
restrictions related to the spread 
of COVID-19 will delay aspects of 
our work, we remain committed 
to support children impacted by 
COVID-19 through child protection, 
education, food security, and 
livelihoods. 

Thank you for partnering with 
World Vision and responding to God’s 
call to care for our neighbors, near 
and far. We are truly grateful for your 
choice to stand with us as we face this 
unprecedented challenge. 
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